
 

 

Welcome back to 

Term 4  

“Spring is sprung 

The grass is riz 

I wonder where the birdie is 

The birdie is upon the wing 

No, that's absurd 

The wing is on the little bird” 

 

A big welcome to our new 

tamariki, Alfred, Josie, Aus-

tin, Sativa, Bonnie, Matil-

da, and Jack. And a lovely 

welcome back to Luca and 

Deyonte. It’s great having 

you here in the learning 

environment and seeing 

your new friendships grow 

and strengthen.  

And a caring farewell to 

Jack S, Georgia and Ed-

ward. Good times to all of 

you. Thoughts also go with 

Nicola Hill, Jack’s Mum, 

who was a major part in 

seeing through the re-

source consent so that we 

could move into this beau-

tiful new kindergarten.  

  

 Enviroschools Bronze Award 

We are having our final reflection this week, and ask that parents write 

on the tree in the Quiet Room what sustainability means for you and 

your child/ren. We will use these thoughts/ideas/strategies both to in-

form AND guide us in our future practices.  

It will be great if some of you can be available to speak with the liaison 

representatives from Enviroschools and the Nelson City Council from 

2pm onwards on Tuesday October 16th, and to the hui afterwards 

which will run from 4—5 pm.  

 

Here is a quote from our Enviroschools Manual, from Wiremu Tāwhai 
who is the Enviroschools kaumātua (Māori elder): 

“Walk along these pathways of environmental sustainability, 
confirming the vital place of the environment in the future and 
in the minds of the coming generations. Let us all respect the 
environment so that the worlds of Papatuanuku (Earth Moth-
er) and Ranginui (Sky Father) will not be overwhelmed by ac-

tions conceived in thoughtlessness and ignorance.” 
 
 
 

Here is our own vision for our Bronze journey with Enviroschools and 

ongoing sustainable practices/philosophy 

 

“We know we are a Bronze Enviroschool because we aspire to engage with our 

children, families and wider community in promoting and role modelling 

sustainable habits. We will look after Papatuanuku including recycling, 

growing food plants, nurturing native and non-native plants, caring for na-

tive and non-native birds and animals and eating/living healthily. We con-

tinually seek out knowledge and implement new practices in caring for our 

natural, social, and physical environments; and in enhancing inclusive be-

lief systems. In this way we work to protect and enhance the concepts of 

wairua (wellbeing), mana (self esteem) and mauri (life force)”. 



  

  
We have the whare/playhut arriving next week! Please keep an 
eye on the noticeboard for the exact day and time, as it would 
be wonderful to have a few people here for the welcome. Sev-
eral of the boys and of course Paul Daubney the woodwork 
teacher will be coming to present it, wrapped up!   

  

Boomerang bags  

These are for sale in the 
office window for $10, 
and kept in each child’s 

bag for their wet clothing. 
This is to save on our use 

of plastic bags.   

 

 

Please ‘LIKE’ our facebook 
page—now aiming for 200 

‘LIKES’!  

  

  

It’s a Big Help… 

If you drop your child off late, or pick 
them up too early, our kindergarten 

quickly starts to lose government fund-
ing.  

Therefore it’s a big help if you can 
ensure your child is present for their 
whole six hours (or for those few on 
four hours sessions for their whole 
four hours) so that we can access 

the full allowance of funding for that 
period.  

 

Also, if you change phone numbers or 
addresses please do let us know asap. 

  

Thank you for your support. 

  

 We have lovely new native bushes planted out on 
the rockbed, that Mitre 10 Helping Hands planted 
(and Ecotankers donated). Please can parents help 
keep these alive and flourishing by watering them 

with buckets and water—drop off and pick up times 
will be perfect for this, even if you can just do a 
few at a time. We really want to look after these 

plants.  
NOTICEBOARD 

Our noticeboard for daily notices is on the 

outside window, in a direct line with the en-

trance pathway. Please check this each day. 

(It’s quite hard to notice, but we intend to bor-

der/colour it up so it stands out more!) 



 

  
  
 

   

Policies up for review currently are  Internal Evaluation, 

Staff Appointment, Fees and Noise Management. 

These are in the Quiet Room on the cork noticeboard, 

so please take a look!  

The next board meeting is on October 23rd, 7pm, here 

at kindergarten. All most welcome.  

Sunsafe 

 It’s Term 4 now, when children and adults must wear hats in the kin-

dergarten environment. Our sunsafe policy is attached with this raw-

erongo, so please read it carefully and follow all the strategies for 

keeping our children safe, especially as habits developed now can pre-

vent skin cancer from happening later on in their lives.  

The Quiet Room 

We are slowly setting the Quiet Room up to be a 

place where parents can go to borrow books from 

the Parent’s Library and to read group stories and 

policies and board notices. The children’s notice 

pockets are also hanging on the wall in this room, 

so please clear them from there. Please feel wel-

come to go into this room—suggestions welcome 

for improvement—and help to see improvements 

through are also very welcome!  

If anyone has a couch that’s still in reasonably 

good condition that could be donated for this 

room we’d love to have it!  

The room must be latched if there are no adults in 

there as it’s not officially part of the children’s en-

vironment; please ensure you latch it when you 

come out, thanks. (Children can be in there with 

their parents, of course).  

We need to change our email address 
soon, as xtra will no longer be available 
in the not-too-distant future. Please 
be prepared to change our email ad-
dress on your systems as soon as we 
notify you, which should be very soon 

now—thanks.  



 

 

Oral health tips: Healthy lunchboxes 
 

Lunch boxes don’t need sugary or 
processed snacks to be yummy. 

 

Sugar causes tooth decay, and there 
are loads of ideas available for 
healthy, inexpensive lunchboxes.  

 

Check out the Heart Foundation/ 
Fuelled4life ideas available in 5 lan-
guages. 

 

 

 

Heart Foundation NZ website 

For useful and printable resources in English, Te Reo Māori, Samoan, Tongan 
and Chinese.  

Tap ‘Resources’ on the homepage then search for ‘lunchbox’. 

Teachers: Open the ‘I am an educator’ box from homepage 

Parents: check out lunchbox tips and recipes in the resources at http://
www.fuelled4life.org.nz/parents/parents-lunch-boxes 

 
NELSON MARLBOROUGH HEALTH 
COMMUNITY ORAL HEALTH SERVICE  
Nelson: (03) 539 5324 | Stoke: (03) 539 5321 | 
Richmond: (03) 539 5320  
Motueka and Tasman Mobile Unit: 0800 833846  
Blenheim and Marlborough Mobile (03) 5209922 or 0800 833849 


