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Behaviour Management 

Rationale: 

· Children learn in a social context

· They learn appropriate behaviour and boundaries through positive guidance from significant adults and peers in their world.

Purpose:
Through positive behaviour management practices staff help children to learn appropriate social behaviour skills, and to understand and accept necessary limits, without anxiety or fear.

Guidelines:
· Every child will be given respect, dignity, and positive guidance by staff, promoting developmentally appropriate behaviour. Positive guidance will include praise and encouragement, avoiding blame, harsh language, belittling or degrading responses.

· Children will be given guidance and control, but not subjected to any form of physical ill-treatment, solitary confinement, immobilisation or deprivation of food, drink, warmth, shelter or protection.

Procedures:

· Staff model and positively guide children using the three kindergarten rules to promote safe, equitable play.

Anyone can play anywhere. All children have equal right to use any equipment and space at the kindergarten.

We take turns. No child can monopolise areas of play or learning equipment. If I want a turn I ask “Can I be next?” The other child can choose to let me have a turn in 1, 2, or 3 minutes.

We look after ourselves, other children and the environment. We take responsibility for our belongings. We play like friends, and use quiet voices and walk indoors. We use equipment appropriately.

· Staff use open questioning techniques, active listening, explanations and negotiated choices to assist children in responsible decision making and conflict resolution.

· Staff follow these steps for dealing with socially inappropriate behaviours:

(1)Observe the child to focus on what the behaviour is and when it occurs.

Choose planned ignoring or gaining the child’s attention (whichever is the most appropriate strategy).

(2)Explain to the child what the inappropriate behaviour is, and describe and/or model the desired socially appropriate behaviour.

(3)Positively reinforce the occurrence of socially appropriate behaviour.

(4)If an inappropriate behaviour continues remove the child for 2 minutes maximum to another area of play, explaining the reason. “Sit and Watch”.
(5)If an inappropriate behaviour persists:

· Monitor the child’s behaviour and make regular written observations, noting frequency of the behaviour and the context in which it occurred.

· Consult with the staff team, using written observations as a base.

· Consult with parents/whanau to develop a suitable management strategy, using their knowledge, staff knowledge and written observations as a base.

· Advise management committee of the situation.

· Seek advice from Behaviour Intervention Team (M.O.E) or appropriate community agency.

If inappropriate behaviour still persists after implementation of above strategies, the management team reserves the right to review a child’s enrolment.
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